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THE THREE WAR MEMORIALS
Datchet is unusual in having three public war memorials, 
though only one of them lists individual names. 

Crucifi x
The fi rst to be erected was the crucifi x in 
London Road, intended as a French-style 
wayside shrine at the outskirts of the village. 
It was given by the Curling family whose 
son served in the war but was not killed, 
and dedicated in May 1919. Its inscription is 
simply in memory of the Great War and in 
hope of the resurrection of the dead. For a 
year it was the village’s only war memorial. 

Celtic Cross
Little is known about the ‘Womens’ Memorial’, 
a big Celtic Cross of Cornish granite just 
inside St Mary’s churchyard wall. In the 
summer of 1920 it was erected by the women 
of Datchet to the memory of those from 
the parish who fell in the Great War.

War Memorial
Fundraising had meanwhile been going on for 
the village’s memorial on the Green, which 
was unveiled in May 1920. It was designed by 
Sir Lionel Cust who lived in Datchet House 
next to the church. He was Keeper of the 
King’s Pictures and a signifi cant fi gure in 
the art world, but also much involved with 
the village and its church. Eventually £600 was collected, 
similar to the cost of a small house. The resulting monument 
is exceptional in its quality and design, which includes:

• Three main panels with names of the 54 who died; the 
numbers involved in military and voluntary service, home 
and abroad; a dedication to commemorate the Great War

• Three narrow panels showing coats of arms 
of the Army, Navy and Air Force

• Above these, six panels with images related 
to wartime, two for each service. (Aeroplane 
panel recently replaced due to erosion.)

• At the top, classical urn with wreaths, indicating mourning.

A panel was added to the base by Datchet’s 
branch of the British Legion in 1989, listing the 
28 men who died in the 1939-45 war.

Memorials in the Parish Church
In St Mary’s Church, near the choir stalls, 
there is a wall plaque and a parchment 
book, the Roll of Honour, both listing 
the same 54 names as on the memorial.

On the south aisle wall is a memorial 
to C I Widcombe, placed by his family 
before any public memorial was proposed.

Datchet Parish Cemetery, Ditton Road
From 1899 all burials were in the new Parish Council 
Cemetery, after St Mary’s churchyard was closed due 
to there being no more space. The WWI graves are:

• Two War Grave Commission headstones: FA Boxall,
SH Argar (not on memorial)

• Three family graves: JMG McGrigor, RB Stanley, W Sutton

• One memorial inscription on a family monument: J Kinross

There are also  four WWII War Graves Commission headstones.

WARTIME FIGURES
Population
In 1911, the nearest census year, the population of 
Datchet was 2,056. This was less than half the number of 
people living here in 2011, when the fi gure was 4,913.

War Memorial
The War Memorial lists 54 names, however research 
into wartime documents shows that a few of these did 
not live in Datchet, and that other local men are missing 
from the list. Gathering names and details for the 
memorial in 1920 was not easy. Families were relied on 
to supply information as there was no central register of 
names or deaths, and men may have been forgotten or 
confused with others if the family had moved away. 

Other fi gures listed on the memorial are: 

• In armed forces before the war – 40

• Joined up during the war – 322

• In voluntary organisations at home and abroad – 142

War Roll
Another longer printed list, Datchet’s War Roll, 
was drawn up in 1920 to record the names of 350 
men who served in the armed forces, including 
those who died and the survivors. Current research 
suggests this number may be an underestimate.



THE MEN ON THE WAR MEMORIAL
1 WALTERS, Thomas Henry, Myrke Cottages. 

Thomas joined up in late 1916. Four days before his 
death he wrote to his former headmaster saying how 
happy he was, how he wished to be remembered to all 
the old boys, and asking the headmaster to write to 
him. He was killed by a shell in September 1917. 

2 HIGGS, Francis William, Goodwin Cottages. 
Francis was reported missing during a dawn raid that 
met with strong German resistance. In his battalion, 
65 were killed and 105 wounded on the same day. 
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Eight months later he was confi rmed killed in action. 
His younger brother was a choirboy at St Mary’s.

3 NICHOLLS, Christopher, 55 Slough Rd, Crispin 
Villas. Christopher, from Mulsoe, was Datchet’s local 
bobby and well respected in the village. He joined the 
Royal Horse Guards in 1915 and was transferred to the 
Coldstream Guards. He was killed in action in March 1918.

4 STEER, Harry William, 35 Slough Rd, Rose Villa. 
Harry joined the 4th Dragoon Guards as a musician 
before the war. He transferred to the Royal Warwickshires 
in 1917 and a fortnight later he was wounded and 
died. His father was a foreman at the coal yard.

KEY
 Existing house

 Rebuilt house

 Ordinary Soldier

  Offi  cer created 
from the ranks

 Offi  cer

A  War Memorial

B   Celtic Cross, St 
Mary’s Church

C  Crucifi x

D   Parish Cemetery

5 BUTT, John Gillis, 38 Slough Rd, (was Crumlin 
Lodge). Born in India, John joined the Royal Army 
Medical Corps. He gained his commission four days before 
Britain entered the war and was shot in October 1914 while 
dressing the head-wound of his Commanding Offi  cer.

6 ROBINSON, The Hon. Hercules Edward Joseph, 
48 Eton Rd, Westfi elds. Born in Cork in 1895, the son 
of the 2nd Baron Rosmead, Hercules became a rancher 
in Canada. He enlisted in September 1914 in Quebec. A 
year later he died of his wounds in the Battle of Loos.

7 STANLEY, Ronald Bruce, Holmwood, on the site 
of Ruscombe Gdns. Ronald was a clerk at the Stock 
Exchange in London. Initially in the Army Services 
Corps, he was sent to the front in March 1915 and 
transferred to the RAF. He died in the War Hospital 
in Sunderland in 1919 and is buried in Datchet.

8 BETTLES, John Walter, 4 Club Buildings. In 
1911, John, the son of a painter and decorator, left 
his family home at Elmside Villas in Slough Road, to 
join the Navy. Around 1915 his family moved to Club 
Buildings where his mother ran a drapery business. He 
was killed when his ship, HMS Queen Mary, was sunk.

9 PEARCE, James Hale, on the site of 12 Buccleuch 
Rd. James, a trainee telegraphist at the Post Offi  ce, enlisted 
in 1915. He was sent to France mid-1918 and during the 
closing stages of the war, was poisoned by tear gas. His 
parents went at once to Le Treport hospital but arrived too 
late. He was awarded the Military Medal for bravery. 

10 WIDCOMBE, Charles Ingleton, 6 Buccleuch Rd, 
Queensmead. Charles, a former cadet at the Imperial 
Services College in Windsor, was killed in action in 
Mesopotamia in the attempt to relieve the beleaguered 
garrison of Kut in spring 1916. A cousin of Arthur 
Widcombe (no. 17), he is remembered on the Basra 
Memorial in Iraq and also in St Mary’s Church. 

11 DE PARAVICINI, John Marcus, Riverside House,  
Windsor Rd. By the age of 21 John Marcus was said to be the 
youngest Major in the British Army. He was killed in action 
in 1917 and is remembered on a plaque in St Mary’s Church. 
His parents contributed greatly to the war eff ort in the village, 
leading organisations such as the War Distress Committee, 
Volunteer Platoon and War Hospital Supply Depot. 

12 MASON, Albert Edward, Manor Green Cottage. 
Albert was the village fl orist, a member of the Working 
Men’s Club, and an enthusiastic supporter of the war eff ort. 
He was newly married when he was called up in 1916. 
He was killed the day after he went into the trenches.

13 KELWAY-BAMBER, Claude Herschel, Old 
Priory. Claude was in the Royal Flying Corps. He 
was killed in a dogfi ght in November 1915, a few 
days before he was due home on leave. His distraught 



mother, who believed she could talk to him from 
beyond the grave, later published his letters home.

14 TARRANT, Philip William, College Farm, Horton 
Road. Philip worked as a labourer in the parish gravel 
pit but was also the church organist; his diaries and 
letters reveal his love of music and gardening. Called up 
aged 37, he spent months having all his teeth extracted 
and dentures made before going to France. He was 
killed during his second week of duty in the trenches 
but his death was not confi rmed until a year later.

15 NUGENT, Leslie, The Avenue, Ballymadun 
(house number unknown). ‘Leslie’ (Richard 
Francis Robert) Nugent, grandson of the 9th Earl of 
Westmeath, had retired from active service but joined 
up again when war broke out. He was last seen standing 
on top of a German trench, encouraging his men. 
During the 1914 Christmas Truce, German offi  cers 
confi rmed he had been killed in action and buried. 

16 BRAKSPEAR, Ronald William, 7 The Avenue. Ronald 
was a director of Brakspear’s brewery in Henley and honorary 
secretary of Datchet Regatta. His private life became public 
knowledge in 1913 when his wife petitioned unsuccessfully for 
divorce. He was wounded and died in hospital in Etaples in 
1915, shortly after his mother and brother arrived to visit him. 

17 WIDCOMBE, Arthur James, 10 Montagu Rd, 
Selwood. Arthur, the only son of a coal merchant, went 
to Windsor Boys’ school. He served on the Western Front 
and went missing in action at Cambrai in April 1918 but 
his death wasn’t confi rmed until November. He was a close 
friend of James Pearce (no. 9) and Sidney Burfoot (no. 18). 
News of their deaths arrived in the village at the same time.

18 BURFOOT, Sidney Walter, 32 Montagu Rd, 
Haslemere. Sidney’s family ran a boating business, Fenn & 
Burfoot, at the riverside and used the space behind their house 
as a boat yard. From late 1916, Sidney was a dispatch rider.  
He was sent to France in 1918 and shot during an advance. 

19 WARRELL, Leonard, 35 Montagu Rd, Sylvaton. 
Leonard’s family owned a fi shmonger’s and poulterer’s 
in Eton before moving to Datchet. He joined the Royal 
Garrison Artillery before the war and served in India 
where he had various ailments including pleurisy and a 
swollen knee. He died of heart failure during a medical 
operation on his knee in Peshawar in June 1915. 

20 SODEN, Harold Corbet, 42 Montagu Rd, Norham.
Harold, like his brother Leslie, had joined the Offi  cer 
Training Corps at Marlborough College. Datchet was their 
family’s country retreat. He was killed in action; his brother, 
wounded by shrapnel, was later awarded the Military Cross. 

21 BOXALL, Frederick Albert, 28 Green Ln. Frederick 
was a coachman/chauff eur and ‘rough rider’. He caught 
typhoid in France and returned home to recover before 

returning to the Front. On his next visit home he died 
of pneumonia and was buried here. A party from the 
Coldstream Guards accompanied his funeral cortege. 

22 POOLE, William, Wilton Cottages, Green Ln. William 
joined up before the war started, serving in Ceylon and 
India. In 1914 he was sent to Mesopotamia and died in 
appalling conditions as a prisoner of war at Kut al Amara. 

23 CLIFFORD, Ernest Alfred, 55 Horton Rd, Lawn 
Cottages. Ernest, from Farnham Royal, was the 
son of a cowman. He married in 1902 and joined the 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserves before the war. He 
was killed in action at Gallipoli in June 1915.

24 SUTTON, William, 55 Horton Rd, Lawn Cottages. 
His father’s work as a chauff eur perhaps ignited William’s 
interest in cars and he became a motor fi tter. He joined 
the military transport section of the ASC but spent most 
of his time in hospital. He died of bacterial meningitis 
and was buried in Datchet with military honours.

25 SLADE, Ernest George, Leigh House Gardener’s  
Cottage. George, a gardener’s son, married in 1916 while 
he was home on leave. He was taken prisoner during heavy 
fi ghting in March 1918. His parents received a card from 
him in the autumn around the time that he died of sickness.

26 LUCAS, Henry Guy, 50 London Rd, Leigh House  
Lodge. The son of a coachman, Guy was a gardener 
at Brooklands at the time it was becoming renowned 
as a race circuit and airport. His battalion landed in 
France in February 1915 and he was killed in May.

27 HUTTON, John, 30 Ditton Rd.  John was one of four 
Datchet men in the 8th Royal Berkshires. Before the war he 
was dredging with the Thames Conservancy and lived with 
his sister Elizabeth and her husband David Lewin (uncle 
of James Lewin, no. 44). He died of his wounds in 1917.

28 NEWENS, Albert Harold, 34 Ditton Rd. 
Military records tell us Albert’s height (5ʹ9ʺ), weight 
(8st 3lbs), even how good his sight was. He was 15 
when he enlisted but claimed to be 17. He was posted 
to France in November 1914 and reported missing in 
May 1915. His death was confi rmed a year later. 

29 NEWENS, William James, 34 Ditton Rd. Albert’s 
brother William joined up in 1915 and was sent to Salonika, 
Greece, where he became seriously ill. He was then posted 
to Egypt and Palestine and visited the Holy City. He was 
wounded a few days after arriving in France in October 1918, 
and was killed by a shell on the way back from the front line. 

30 BALL, Albert Henry, 38 Ditton Rd. Albert worked in 
the pub before he became a tree feller. He married soon 
after war broke out and had already enlisted when his 
daughter was born in 1915. He died of his wounds in Malta 
in 1916. His battalion had been fi ghting at Gallipoli. 

31 KEELEY, Frederick, 40 Ditton Rd. The son of a farm 
labourer, Frederick had been working and living as a 
gardener at Ditton Park Gardens before he enlisted in the 
Grenadier Guards. He died of his wounds in March 1915.

32 JEWERS, William Nicholas, 44 Ditton Rd. 
William, from Northumberland, was a journeyman 
tailor. He was posted to the 1st Aircraft Depot in St 
Omer where his sewing skills would have been useful on 
the fabric-covered biplanes. He died of pneumonia.

33 JOHNSON, Frank, Holmlea Rd, Talbot’s Cottages. 
Frank, a cowman, enlisted early in the war and was married 
in 1917 while on leave. He was killed six months before 
peace was declared when his Division was sent to a quieter 
part of the line to recuperate after 18 months’ fi ghting. 

34 NORRIS, William George, Holmlea Rd, 
Atkins Cottages. William enlisted in 1915, age 
16. Three years later he was sent to France with 
the Machine Gun Corps (‘The Suicide Club’). A 
fortnight later he was severely wounded and died. 

35 HALLETT, George, Horton Rd, Hales Cottages. 
George worked at Mr Hepher’s, the grocer’s on the 
Green. It was initially thought he would survive his battle 
wounds but he collapsed suddenly and died. Two of his 
brothers were also badly wounded and discharged, while 
the third was in hospital in Mesopotamia in 1918.

36 ALDRED, Henry George, New Rd, Ebenezer 
Cottage. Following the death or disappearance of his 
father, a former soldier in India, Henry lived in a home for 
destitute children. He was later reunited with his family 
in Datchet but was killed when his ship, HMS Queen Mary, 
was blown up during the Battle of Jutland. He was one of 
two Datchet men aboard the ship (see Bettles, no. 8).

37 BANNER, Frank, New Rd, Victoria Cottage. 
In 1911, Frank was a horseman at Shaw Farm, Old 
Windsor. He was married in 1914, landed in France in 
May 1915, and in August was shot through the lungs 
and killed. His son was born early the following year. 

38 CARROD, Albert, New Rd, 3 Rose Cottage. 
The Carrods were agricultural labourers. When war 
broke out, four brothers signed up, Albert, Henry, 
John and James, and at least eight of their Carrod 
cousins and an uncle. Albert was killed in 1917.

39 CARROD, Henry, New Rd, 3 Rose Cottage. 
Henry was 15 when war broke out. He was reported 
wounded and in hospital in 1917. In September 1918 
he was reported wounded and missing. It was later 
learned he had been killed in action in June 1918.

40 PICKTON, Henry, Penn Rd, 2 Churchill Villas. 
Married with fi ve children, Henry was a carpenter and 
also in the Fire Brigade. He was killed in action during 
the Arras Off ensive of 1917. His brother William helped 



ABOUT THIS LEAFLET
The Datchet Village Society has produced this leafl et to 
accompany its Memorial Trail Walks. These guided walks 
will tell longer stories about many of the men whose lives are 
briefl y outlined here but any part of the trail can be explored 
independently using this leafl et. Full information about the 
lives and military careers of Datchet’s war dead is gradually 
being posted on the DVS website. Datchet’s War Roll, which 
lists 350 men who joined up in WWI, can also be found there.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Datchet Village Society
Datchet Village Society, which was formed in 1995 to help 
preserve the special character of Datchet, welcomes new 
members to join its visits, talks and historical walks,
and to get involved in its projects.
www.datchetvillagesociety.org.uk  Tel: 01273 204330

For King and Country
This RBWM project, fi nanced by the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
has been working with residents to uncover the stories of the 
people who gave their lives in WWI. www.fkac.info

Datchet
Datchet is a historic Thameside village with a choice of 
pubs, restaurants, takeaways and cafes, as well as picnic 
tables at the riverside. There are car parks on Horton Road 
and at the railway station. To fi nd out more about the 
history of Datchet, visit www.datchethistory.org.uk
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We are grateful to the Barker Bridge House Trust, a Datchet 
charity whose origins go back to Elizabethan times, for 
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Datchet Floods, 1915

with the provision of horses for the Western Front while 
another brother George was exempted from service until 
1917 as he was the only ploughman left at Home Farm. 

41 SANFORD, Walter, Penn Rd. Walter, a farm 
labourer, initially joined a Cycle Battalion. He received 
a shrapnel wound in the thigh in 1916 and was sent to 
hospital in Bristol. In mid-1917 he was reported missing 
but his death was not confi rmed until spring 1918. 

42 WARD, Richard Gough, Penn Rd, Kings Cottage. 
A former tailor, Richard signed up before war broke out. 
He was taken prisoner of war in October 1914 but died 
of infl uenza nine days before peace was declared. 

43 HORNE, Thomas Arthur, 11 Penn Rd. Thomas, 
a newsagent’s son from Northampton, fought with the 
Coldstream Guards. He was wounded during the fi nal Allied 
Off ensives and died three days before the war ended.

44 LEWIN, James, 18 Penn Rd, Temperance Cottage. 
James, pictured on the cover facing the camera, was 
married with four young children. He worked in the 
building trade like his father who built this cottage and 
others. He sent the card, below right, to his sister. He 
was killed by a shell but many of his cousins survived.

45 JOHNSON, William Frank, Horton Rd, 2 Stanley 
Place. William was a carter from Hungerford. He 
married Maud Swadling of Stanley Place in 1913. 
Her sister was married to Walter Sanford (no. 41) 
and two of her brothers are on the War Roll. 

46 GRAY, Frederick, 208 Horton Rd, Jubilee 
Cottage. Frederick was 20 years younger than his 
cousin George (no. 47), but in the same battalion. 
He was killed on his fi rst day in Gallipoli. 

47 GRAY, William George, 208 Horton Rd, Jubilee 
Cottages. George was married with a child. He was a 
stretcher bearer and, no doubt aff ected by the death of his 
cousin and fellow soldiers, wrote a poem about his experiences 
at Gallipoli which was published in the Windsor & Eton Express. 

48 WILKINS, William, 210-16 Horton Rd, Victoria 
Place. William, from Clewer, was a labourer when 
he married in 1912. By the time he joined up in 1915, 
he had two young sons. He died of his wounds in 
August 1916. Two of his brothers were also killed.

49 HICKMAN, Thomas Henry, 222 Horton Rd, Warwick 
Cottage. Thomas was a jobbing gardener. He signed up in 
November 1914 but was wounded in France in May 1915. Back 
on active service, he was sent to Salonika, Greece, in late 1915 
and in 1917 to Palestine. In 1918 he was killed in France.

50 McGRIGOR, James Neil Grant, Southlea Rd, 
Rosenau (replaced by Woolacombe). James was 
born into a famous military family. He joined up at the 
very start of the war and was shot through the lung and 
shoulder in October 1914. He died from his wounds in 

London and is buried in Datchet. His brother, Charles, also 
served although he is not listed on Datchet’s War Roll. 

51 HARDING, John, Southlea Rd, Hope Cottage. By 
the time John, a farm labourer, was 13 both his parents 
had died. He joined the National Reserve in 1914 before 
transferring to the 2nd Royal Berkshires. He landed in 
France in March 1915 and died of his wounds in October, 
leaving his widow with four children under 11.

52 KINROSS, John, Riding Court Farm. John’s father, also 
John, was a JP, County Councillor, vice-chairman of the 
Parish Council and the local ‘squire’. John was among the 
fi rst men to enlist in 1914 and was killed in March 1915. The 
inscription on his memorial in Datchet cemetery tells how 
his regiment was ‘decimated but earned undying fame’.
Addresses in Datchet have not yet been 
found for the following two men:
ADAM, Robert. Robert, born in Wiltshire, the son of a 
Scottish gamekeeper, was living at Lambourn Woodlands 
in 1911. Military records show he enlisted in Windsor 
and lived in Datchet but his address is as yet unknown. 
He was killed when a shell exploded in his trench.
GROVES, Leonard. Leonard was born in Datchet but 
his family later moved to Eton, where his father was a 
gardener at the College, and then to Sunninghill. Leonard 
was presumed killed in 1918 at the Battle of the Somme. 
He is also remembered at Eton War Memorial Gates. 
The following soldier is buried in Datchet cemetery 
but is not remembered on the War Memorial:
ARGAR, Stephen Henry. Stephen, from Folkestone, was 
billeted in the village and drowned in a boating accident 
here. He is not listed on the memorial as he had no other 
connection with Datchet. His was probably the fi rst military 
funeral the village had seen in a generation; his coffi  n was 
placed on a gun carriage and his brigade lined Horton Road.

ABOUT THE MAP
We cannot be certain about where all the 54 men 
lived. Some of the houses marked are a best guess 
from available information, and may be a wife’s or 
a parent’s house listed at the end of the war.

At the east end of Datchet whole areas of old cottages have 
been demolished and rebuilt, so that sometimes only a road 
name is known and map markers for those houses 
are not intended to be 
accurate. Modern road 
numbering is usually very 
diff erent from any listed 
in the early 20th century.

name is known and map markers for those houses 


